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August 23, 2021 

 

Dear ACS Families and Staff: 

 

Since returning to the classroom last September, our goal has been to maximize the opportunities 

for our students to be involved in face-to-face in-person instruction.  Our District newsletter that 

will be arriving to your homes in the coming days cites information related to school opening, 

including parents’ choice for whether or not to have their child wear a face covering while 

attending classes.   

 

This morning, I participated in a web ex meeting with the Erie County Department of Health 

(ECDOH), where I learned the ECDOH has issued guidance that districts must follow for in-person 

learning for the start of the 2021-22 school year.  The guidance lists a variety of topics and includes 

recommendations and requirements. I need to make you aware of a significant change from the 

information provided in the newsletter as it relates to indoor mask requirements for staff and 

students.  Additionally, there are significant changes to the manner in which COVID-19 close 

contacts are defined, as well as how one returns to school/work following an illness.  We were 

informed that the guidance is effective immediately and felt the need to inform you immediately. 

 

Our administrative team met this afternoon to review the latest document from the ECDOH and 

are in the process of determining how to implement these requirements in each of our buildings 

and departments. Please use this link to access the document: 

https://www.aldenschools.org/Page/13522.  I encourage you to review it carefully.  Building 

principals will be communicating how this information may influence the day-to-day programs 

within their buildings for the start of the school year. 

 

While this news is contrary to what was indicated in the Back to School Newsletter, our priority 

has always been to provide a safe environment for our students and staff, and I am excited that we 

will be returning in September like we ended the 2020-21 school year – with 100% of our students 

learning in-person, together, five days a week. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Adam Stoltman 

Superintendent of Schools 
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